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Dear Sion Buckler

ATISN 26-0010

Thank you for your request which | received on 10 October. You asked for:

1.

2.

The retention and destruction schedules (or equivalent policy documents) that
applied, or still apply, to former Welsh Office / Welsh Government file series
covering agricultural tenancies, land ownership or compulsory purchase, rural
depopulation, or related policy in the period 1970-1997.

Any recorded information identifying whether files in those series that would
have related to Great House Farm / Ty Mawr / Llandough-juxta-Penarth, or to
the companies Western Ground Rents Ltd or BP Properties Ltd, were
destroyed, transferred or retained, and if destroyed the date and authority.
Confirmation of the repositories to which any surviving pre-1997 paper files
from the relevant series were transferred (e.g. National Assembly / Welsh
Government / The National Archives / other).

Our response

1.

All Welsh Government Retention Schedules, past and present, are available
on the external website: Welsh Government retention and disposal schedule |
GOV.WALES. Before 1997, the Welsh Office or other agencies would have
had responsibility for areas affecting Wales and would have had their own
retention schedules.

Searches were carried out to find files mentioning the farm name and the
companies listed in your request. No files were found and given the date
range of your request, any routine records would have been destroyed in line
with the corporate retention schedule applied at the time. Given the date
range for the search, it is equally possible that records relating to this would
not have been transferred to Welsh Government and disposition would have
been carried out by a predecessor body.
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fwelsh-government-retention-and-disposal-schedule&data=05|02|Emma.Harvey-Woodason%40gov.wales|497cf8f0a96248b3e1d508df29387025|a2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b|0|0|639274994520397264|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=v4QBPJpYH7cj1hZD5eIW%2F2xaUneoGNo1%2BCScvrLIR5g%3D&reserved=0

3. Material with historical significance from this period would have been
identified using the Welsh Office’s Operational Selection Policy (available on
TNA'’s website: OSP 7 - Welsh Office 1979-1997). Historical material would
then have been transferred by us to The National Archives (or a designated

Place of Deposit) for permanent preservation at the appropriate time (this was

after 30 years at that time, subsequently reduced to after 20 years for WG
material from 2023 onwards). Records relating to Welsh Government

property/deeds/leasing etc. are not transferred to TNA as they are not classed

as “public records” like our business records are. These would be retained
until the property is sold or lease agreements terminated.

Next steps

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s
Freedom of Information Officer at:

Information Rights Unit
Welsh Government
Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

or e-mail: Freedom.ofinformation@qgov.wales

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Website: www.ico.org.uk

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process.

Yours sincerely
Emma Harvey-Woodason

Departmental Records Officer
Welsh Government
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